HOME    LIFE    AT   SAVES    COURT
paid him a visit In the same year, and Evelyn thought
him "a man of parts." His father had been executed
and he himself was destined to suffer the same fate.
The Venetian Ambassador dined at Sayes Court
before making his public entry into London. He set
forth from the house "with several gentlemen of
Venice and others in a very glorious train/' and was
then carried In the King's barge to the Tower.
The collections and books began to occupy so much
space that Evelyn had to construct "a new little cell
and cabinet/' which he entered for the first time on
the twenty-seventh anniversary of his marriage. On
the same day, June syth, 1674, the poet Laureate,
Mr. Dryden, came over to see him. But he says
nothing about him,, nor on the other occasions when
he meets him except twenty years later, when at
dinner Dryden informed the company he Intended
not to write any more plays as he was busy with his
translation of Virgil. He then read out the prologue
and epilogue of his valedictory play. Love Triumphant.
We should have expected to hear more about the
Queen's visit, but the entry reads as if he himself
was not present on the occasion.
"1676. May 28th. My wife entertained her Majesty
at Deptford for which the Queen gave me thanks in
the withdrawing-room at Whitehall/9
But the hospitality of Sayes Court was extended to
humbler people than royalties and officials. It was
their annual custom to give a dinner to poor neigh-
bours and tenants. All this entertainment must
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